GEORGE NYMPTON & QUEEN’S NYMPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Email: clerk@gnqnparishcouncil.gov.uk
Annual Parish Council Meeting
21th May 2026 at 7.30pm in George Nympton Village Hall
Minutes

Meeting commenced: 19:37
Those present: Cllrs A. Poole, R. Poole, Maxwell, Ride, Gay, Horsnell, and District Cllr Milton. 
2026/001 – Election of Chair: Cllr Maxwell Proposed Cllr A. Poole, seconded by Cllr Horsnell. All agreed. 
2026/002 – Election of Vice-Chair: Cllr A. Poole proposed Cllr Maxwell, seconded by Cllr Horsnell. All agreed. 
2026/003 – Election of Responsible Financial Officer: Cllr R. Poole proposed by Cllr Maxwell, seconded by Cllr Ride. All agreed. 
2026/004 - Apologies/Attendance Register: Cllr Pocock – approved. 
2026/005 - Disclosable Pecuniary Interests: None. 
2026/006 – Dispensations for the planning applications: None received. 
2026/007 – Minutes of the previous meeting: Minutes from the previous meeting 19/03/2026 – approved. 
2026/008 – Announcements from the Chair: No announcements. 
2026/009 – Public Discussion: None present. 

2026/010 – District and County Councillor updates: County Cllr Hopley not in attendance.

District Cllr Milton informed that it is being encouraged for parish councils to attend highways/pothole training in order to potholes within the parish to be filled in by volunteers, rather than wait for highways to complete the task. 

Local plan is updating regularly, the hope is this will be finalised next year. How the unitary authority divide exactly happens though is still not complete, originally Exeter and Plymouth was primarily Labour Government focused, however this has now changed so it is unclear how this will impact the unitary authority. 

A change of policy for requests for solar panels on open farm land will now focus more on solar panels for community buildings and new houses. 

The development is Severn Brethren in Barnstaple has now started. 

Devon and Cornwall police have informed they are starting to get on top of local crime. 

There could potentially be a pension plan starting for local Councillors.  

2026/011 – Finance update: 
a. Account Balances: Community Account has £2179.42 and Savings Account has £2824.21.
b. Transactions since last Parish Council meeting 19th March 2026: £222.37 VAT reclaim for 25/26 year. £2750 first half of precept received. £200 to village hall, £30 donation to citizen’s advice, clerk wages x2 (confidential), and DALC membership fee £115.99.
c. To approve proposed online payments:
1. £1,119.99 to George Nympton PCC for 2025 Churchyard maintenance – all approved.
2. £375 to George Nympton Village Hall as direct support for operating costs – all approved.
3. £205.30 to Community First Insurance for Council 2026/27 insurance – all approved. 
2026/012 – AGAR and Internal Audit approval: Councillors to approve AGAR and Internal Audit.
· 2026/012.1 – all approved. 
 
 
· 2026/012.2 Council to resolve that it meets the necessary criteria and wishes to be an authority exempt from full external audit. (Criteria: the higher of gross annual income or gross annual expenditure less than £25,000; no outstanding legal issues; authority has been in existence for more than three years). RFO and Chair to sign Certificate of Exemption for 2025/26 – all agreed. 
 
· 2026/012.3 Council to consider and approve Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26. Chair and Parish Clerk to sign – all approved. 
 
· 2026/012.4 Council to consider and approve Accounting Statements for 2025/26. Chair to sign statements – all approved. 
 
· 2026/012.5 Council to confirm dates of period for the Provision of Public Rights as Monday 15th June 2026 to Friday 24th July 2026 – all approved. 

2026/013 – Website: AGAR forms, internal audit report, and accounting statements to add to the website. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]2026/014 – Recent planning applications: 81756, Change of use from Public House to holiday accommodation at The Castle Inn, George Nympton South Molton Devon EX36 4JE – the council wishes to comment that parking for accommodation resides at the pub and not the village hall, noise level cutoff be 11pm, no stag and hen parties. 

2026/015 – List of policies for the Council to adopt: The council was sent these policies on 15/05/2026 to review prior to this meeting, the Chair has created the first draft of these policies for council consideration: 
a. Standing Order – all agreed.
b. Financial Regulations – all agreed.
c. Financial Risk Assessment – some small changes required, these changes were discussed and all agreed. 
d. Internal Financial Controls – all agreed. 
2026/016 – Correspondence: None. 
2026/017 – Village Hall update: The quiz and curry night was well attended, profit of £900 made. 
The next planned event is a Village BBQ on 20th June. 
Adele and Nan have stepped down as committee members but will remain active trustees.
The committee has agreed to proceed with the third quote received for the replacement ramp and Adele has secured a grant from the district council as a contribution towards cost.
The work will be carried out in the coming months.
2026/018 – Any Other Business: Cllr Ride informed of the need for swift boxes in the church. The public have pledged over £500 so far and the council was asked if they could contribute. There is a Climate and Environment grant that was already sent to Cllrs a couple of months ago, this will be used to apply for swift boxes. 
Cllr R. Poole informed that he has applied for the £25.60 of income tax from clerk wages back in July. 
Next Meeting – Thursday 16st July 2026. 17th September, 19th November, 21st January, 18th March, 20th May. 
Meeting concluded: 20:48 
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